Lindsey Gibbs & Kevin Hawthorne
Sept. 20th, 2008
Bridal Party Processional
(Ask Congregation To Stand & Be Seated)

We have come together today at this place to celebrate the marriage of Kevin & Lindsey.  It is fitting and proper that this marriage ceremony should be a Christian wedding because both Kevin & Lindsey acknowledge Christ as their Lord and Savior.   They also seek His will in their marriage.
Prayer – last act…Mark
The Giving Of The Lindsey
Who gives this woman to be married 
to this man?  (Her family and I)

Marriage Charge 

God has brought you to this point!  This ceremony is a celebration of what God has done and is going to do, this day you will be bound together in holy matrimony!  There are friends and family here and in heaven that have molded and made you into the people you are today.  It is a blessed and holy moment.  

We recognize that marriage is an important part of God’s plan for His people.  It did not originate in the heart and mind of man it originated with God.  Long ago God ordained and instituted marriage, and it was He who performed the first wedding ceremony in the Garden of Eden. 
18 And the Lord God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him." 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him.

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.

23 And Adam said:

"This is now bone of my bones

And flesh of my flesh;

She shall be called Woman,

Because she was taken out of Man."

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

Marriage is the highest human commitment and we must look at God’s Word for direction.  The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 that this commitment is one of true love!

4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  8 Love never fails… 

 Song: Only You
Vows

Kevin & Lindsey, you have come to this moment 
signifying your desire to be formally united in the bond of Christian matrimony, you now exchange vows.
Kevin – repeat after me to Lindsey
I joyfully receive you Lindsey, - as God’s perfect gift for me, - to have and to hold - from this day forward, -  for better, for worse, - for richer, for poorer, -  in sickness and in health, - to love you, to honor you, -  to cherish you and to protect you, - forsaking all others - as long as we both shall live.
Lindsey – repeat after me to Kevin
I joyfully receive you Kevin, - as God’s perfect gift for me, - to have and to hold - from this day forward, -  for better, for worse, - for richer, for poorer, -  in sickness and in health, - to love you, to honor you, -  to cherish you and to protect you, - forsaking all others - as long as we both shall live.

Now, you are given to the other.  In times of happiness and in times of sorrow, in times of plenty and in times of poverty; in times of sickness and in times of well being; to love and enjoy till death shall separate you.

The Exchanging Of Rings 

The ring is a symbol of the love you have for each other.  Its unending circle represents love’s eternal quality and the gold speaks of the purity of real love.  It will be a ceaseless reminder of this hour and as a seal of the vows you take, you will now give and receive the rings.

(Get ring from best man)  Do you Kevin, give this ring to Lindsey as a visible symbol of your vows and love for her? I do.  Repeat after me; this ring I give to you as a promise of keeping my vow and loving you, / today, tomorrow, and so long as we shall live. / In Jesus’ name amen.

(Get ring from maid of honor)  Do you Lindsey, give this ring to Kevin as a visible symbol of your vows and love for him? I do.  Repeat after me; this ring I give to you as a promise of keeping my vow and loving you, / today, tomorrow, and so long as we shall live. / In Jesus’ name amen.

Sand Ceremony (Song: Thanks to the Keeper of the Stars)

You are now no longer two, but one. This sand represents the two paths you have been walking up to this point.  Those paths where foundations laid by your parents, family and friends and the contributions of the love and life itself.  Please take this two paths and unite them together as one. 
Prayer – Lord’s prayer first act… As you bow to pray remember you are submitting to God’s plan and to each other’s roles and responsibilities in the home.   As you now join both hands, remember the closer you keep Christ in the center of your life, the greater your love will be for each other.  Prayer will be the power in the pledge you have taken.  Listen to how Jesus instructed the disciples to pray in Luke 11.
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, 
and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.
This couple would like for you to join them in saying this prayer out loud.  They want prayer to be their first official act as a married couple.  REPEAT PRAYER OUTLOUD 

Pronouncement Of Marriage 

Kevin & Lindsey you have pledged your vows and exchanged rings symbolic of your lifelong commitment to a Christian marriage and home, you have promised to encourage each other in a spiritual walk, and to assist each other in being all that Christ wants you to be, it is my happy privilege to pronounce from this day forward, you are now husband and wife.

Presentation Of Bride and Groom

Kevin, you may kiss your wife.

It is my privilege to introduce to you for the first time, Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Hawthorne.

Recessional
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